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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EEWT, ENRG, CH 

SUBJ: WILDCATTING IN THE TARIM BASIN? 

1 . DRESSER INDUSTRIES REPRESENTATIVES IN PEKING ARE MAKING 
PROPOSALS FOR A $14 MILLION DRILLING RIG, $3 MILLION OF 
TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT AND EQUIPMENT FOR A 100 MAN CAMP. 

THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD BY MACHIMPEX THAT THIS EQUIPMENT WILL 
BE USED IN EXPLORATION OPERATIONS IN THE TAKLA MAKAN DESERT 
OF THE TARIM BASIN IN SINKIANG PROVINCE. CHINESE SOURCES 
HAVE TOLD DRESSER THAT THE EQUIPMENT WILL BE TAKEN FIRST 

TO URUMCHI BY RAIL AND THEN OVER 1,000 KILOMETERS SOUTH BY 
ROAD AND SUBSEQUENTLY SEVERAL HUNDRED KILOMETERS FURTHER 
THROUGH DESERT SANDS. THE TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT IS DESIGNED 
FOR USE ON SAND. THE DRILLING WILL BE STRICTLY EXPLORATORY 
AND NOT CONNECTED WITH ANY EXISTING OILFIELD, THE CHINESE 
HAVE SAID. 

2. COMMENT: THE TARIM BASIN IS BELIEVED TO BE OIL BEARING, 

BUT EXCEPT FOR THE TASH-ARIK FIELD ON ITS NORTHERN FRINGE, 

WE KNOW OF NO PRODUCING AREA IN IT. 

3. THIS INFORMATION AND ITS SOURCE ARE SENSITIVE AND SHOULD 
NOT BE DISCUSSED OUTSIDE THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. WOODCOCK 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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